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David Duval (PhD / associate professor)

Perpignan, 24 septembre 2018

E mail : david.duval@univ-perp.fr

To whom it may concern

Recommendation
It is my pleasure to recommend Mr Benoît Aliaga for the position of postdoctoral scholars in your
department. Mr Benoît Aliaga completed his PhD in the laboratory IHPE in which I’m interested on the molecular
mechanisms of the interaction between Biomphalaria glabrata and its parasite Schistosoma mansoni.
Under the co-direction with Professor Christoph Grunau, Benoît has worked on epigenetics and evolution
especially on the comparison of epigenomes of non-model species. He developed a new Galaxy-integrated
software to predict DNA methylation based on mutation rates of methylated and unmethylated CpG regions, a
prediction realized on 150 species DNA. All in all, his scientific work has resulted in 2 publications in renowned
international journal in the field (1 accepted – BMC Bioinformatics - and 1 in minor revision – Scientific Report
- ). Also, in addition to his skills in bioinformatics, he was interested in the role of epigenetics on the interaction
between Biomphalaria glabrata and its parasite Schistosoma mansoni, an interaction based on compatibility
polymorphism. This second aspect requiring both expertise in animal experimentation and molecular
epigenetics has been performed with efficiency allowing him to publish as a co-author in two others articles
(PLoS Pathog and Epigenetics Chromatin journals). Autonomously, Benoît has developed several strategies to
characterize the role of epigenetics in this immunobiological interaction.
Benefiting from a funding for handicapped students that he obtained alone, he developed a range of
communication skills in both French and English. Indeed, he has presented his research work with efficiency at
national and international conferences and workshops.
Mr Benoît proved himself to be a researcher and able to exchange professionally with anyone. Personally,
he is also a person of unusual energy and maturity. For all these reasons, I hope for his professional success in
research field. Please, feel free to contact me if you would like further informations.

Dr Duval David

Laboratoire Ecologie et Evolution des Interactions
Pr. Christoph GRUNAU
Group Leader

Perpignan, 17/06/2018
To whom it may concern

Mr. Benoît ALIAGA joined my group in October 2014 as a PhD student. He received
funding through the PhD grant scheme for handicapped students of the French
ministry of higher education. Benoît had received his master degree from the
University of Perpignan and had already worked on the subject that was to become
part of his PhD project during his Master internship in my group. Benoît was
enthusiastic about the possibility to be a PhD one day and enjoyed working on
epigenetics and evolution.
Very rapidly he integrated into several running projects of the laboratory and
contributed to studying epigenetic phenomena in one of our model systems, the
human parasite Schistosoma mansoni. His main project became the analysis of CpG
observed/expected ration and the prediction of DNA methylation in non-model
species. From the beginning, he impressed me with his capacity to reach out for help
if necessary, and to constantly try to improve his capacity to solve scientific problems.
Benoît enjoys in particular bioinformatics work and he will not hesitate to apply the
most challenging techniques if he feels that this is appropriate. If he considers it
necessary, he will also employ all his energy to dig deep into the scientific literature,
to get a method working and to produce reliable results. Communicating with his
entourage is very important for Benoît.
At several occasions, Benoît represented my group at national and international
meetings and conferences. He enjoys communicating in English and French and has
been trained in writing publications. Benoît is particularly committed to the rights of
disabled people and to making research more accessible to them.
It is our policy not to keep our PhD student as PostDocs. However, I would like to
express my strongest possible support to the effort of Benoit to find a position inside
or outside of academia in which he can put into effect what he has learned with us. I
wish him all the very best for the time to come.
Sincerely

Christoph Grunau
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