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To whom it may concern 
Recommendation  

 
It is my pleasure to recommend Mr Benoît Aliaga for the position of postdoctoral scholars in your 

department. Mr Benoît Aliaga completed his PhD in the laboratory IHPE in which I’m interested on the molecular 

mechanisms of the interaction between Biomphalaria glabrata and its parasite Schistosoma mansoni.  

Under the co-direction with Professor Christoph Grunau, Benoît has worked on epigenetics and evolution 

especially on the comparison of epigenomes of non-model species.  He developed a new Galaxy-integrated 

software to predict DNA methylation based on mutation rates of methylated and unmethylated CpG regions, a 

prediction realized on 150 species DNA. All in all, his scientific work has resulted in 2 publications in renowned 

international journal in the field (1 accepted – BMC Bioinformatics -  and 1 in minor revision – Scientific Report 

- ). Also, in addition to his skills in bioinformatics, he was interested in the role of epigenetics on the interaction 

between Biomphalaria glabrata and its parasite Schistosoma mansoni, an interaction based on compatibility 

polymorphism. This second aspect requiring both expertise in animal experimentation and molecular 

epigenetics has been performed with efficiency allowing him to publish as a co-author in two others articles 

(PLoS Pathog and Epigenetics Chromatin journals). Autonomously, Benoît has developed several strategies to 

characterize the role of epigenetics in this immunobiological interaction.  

 Benefiting from a funding for handicapped students that he obtained alone, he developed a range of 

communication skills in both French and English. Indeed, he has presented his research work with efficiency at 

national and international conferences and workshops. 

 Mr Benoît proved himself to be a researcher and able to exchange professionally with anyone. Personally, 

he is also a person of unusual energy and maturity. For all these reasons, I hope for his professional success in 

research field.  Please, feel free to contact me if you would like further informations.  

 

Dr Duval David 

           

http://ihpe.univ-perp.fr/
mailto:david.duval@univ-perp.fr

